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pp 318-319

Displacement is Displacement is 
NOT distanceNOT distance

· Distance is the 
measurement of the total 
motion from the reference 
point.  (yellow line)

· Displacement is the total Displacement is the total 
change in position.  (green 
line)

No Motion is Absolute!



1/10/2010

2

A B C
y

Think of a swimming pool on 
a cruise ship

When swimming to the other side of the pool, 
you don’t worry about the motion of the ship !
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